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Welcome!

About Me

• she/her

• B.S. in Public Health from UAB in

2022

• PhD in Economics from Emory in

2027 (hopefully)

• big fan of travel!
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Literature Reviews



Overview

What is the purpose of a literature review?

• A literature review (noun) - an overview or synthesis of the existing literature on a

topic

• Literature review (verb) - an ongoing process throughout your research career

where you familiarize yourself and stay up-to-date with the research in your field
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Literature Review throughout your Career

New Researcher

• acquaint yourself

with existing work

• understand the

foundational works

and the cutting edge

• generate new ideas

Established Researcher

• stay on the cutting

edge

• understand what the

field values currently

Mentor/Advisor

• maintain general

knowledge of the

field that you can use

to direct and assess

newer researchers
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Finding Literature

Academic papers exist in a network - once you’ve found one, you’ve found a lot.

Ways to Start:

• Google Scholar

• Papers on your topic in another field

• Papers in your field on another (similar) topic

• Researchers whose work you like

• Talk to your professors

Keep up with Working Papers

In economics, the NBER sends out a weekly list of working papers that have recently

come out. This is a great way to keep up with the cutting edge.
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Reading the Literature



The 3-Pass Approach

Courtesy of (Keshav, 2007)

First Pass

1. Title, abstract,

introduction

2. Section and

sub-section headings

3. Conclusions

4. Glance at references

Second Pass

Reread carefully and

• look carefully at tables,

figures, and graphs

• take notes on unfamiliar or

interesting topics

• ignore technical sections

Third Pass

Approach like you will

replicate it, examining

• assumptions

• proofs

• procedures and

techniques
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Comprehension Questions

What is the purpose or goal of the paper?

What is the setting or background of the paper?

What are the assumptions they make?

What is the paper’s main contribution?

What methods does the paper use?
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Exercise

Competition in the Promised Land: Black Migration and Racial Wage Convergence in

the North, 1940-1970 by Dr. Leah Boustan (2009)

1. First Pass (15 minutes)

2. Discussion
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Writing a Literature Review



Goal

Literature Review →= Summary of Literature

Your literature review should

• introduce the reader to your topic and settings

• outline any central disagreements in the literature

• show where your question fits in this context
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Strategy

Organization

The best organization system is the one you use - work with your habits/preferences,

not against them!

Resources I love:

• Notion

• Research Rabbit

• Zotero
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Notion
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My Reading Notes
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Research Rabbit

• Research Rabbit helps you

find connected papers

• Connections are based on

citations

• Great way to overview the

existing literature on a topic

and visualize the gaps and

connections that exist now
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Zotero

Zotero’s strength is in its compatibility with other programs!

1. Zotero + Browser

• Download the plug-in and add papers to your library with a click

• Can also use Zotero to set up a proxy through your school’s library to make

accessing papers easier

2. Zotero + LATEX

• Export your citations as a bibtex file

3. Zotero + Research Rabbit

• Sync these two to add papers to your Zotero library as you find them through

Research Rabbit
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AI

My Opinion

Using an LLM/Chatbot (like ChatGPT) for lit reviews is like using a Swiss army knife

to cook a 4 course meal.

NotebookLM is a better tool
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