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Academic Ethics



The Belmont Report (1979)

Published by the National Commission for the Protection of Human Subjects of
Biomedical and Behavioral Research and notes importance of

1. Respect for Persons
2. Beneficence

3. Justice

(Department of Health, Education, and Welfare and National Commission for the Protection of
Human Subjects of Biomedical and Behavioral Research, 2014)



Basic Ethical Principles

Respect for Persons Beneficence

e individuals “should e do no harm

be treated as e maximize benefits

autonomous agents and minimize harm

e those with e how do you weigh
“diminished the societal benefits
autonomy are against the individual
entitled to risk?
protection”

e assessment of risks

e informed consent and benefits

Justice

e burdens and benefits
should not be borne
disproportionately

e ensure subjects are not
being selected due to
“easy availability,”
“compromised
position,” or
“manipulability”

e selection of subjects



Two Applications
Academic Ethics

Ethical Research Ethical Research
Practice Dissemination




Ethical Research Practices



Ethical Failures - Tuskegee

e USPHS study active from
1932-1972

e 600 African American men,
399 with latent syphilis and
201 without

e no treatment despite
widespread use of penicillin
by 1947

e lasting impacts on medical

mistrust (Alsan and
Wanamaker, 2018)

(Nix, 2017)



Research without Human Participants

How do we apply these ethical principles to studies that don't involve human subjects?



Research without Human Participants

How do we apply these ethical principles to studies that don't involve human subjects?

Construct your theoretical model with well-defined, transparent assumptions
What is correlated with my outcome?

What causally impacts my outcome?

How are unobservables distributed throughout the population?



Example: Aizer and Currie (2019)

Outcome: Children's in-school detention or suspension
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Example: Aizer and Currie (2019)

Outcome: Children's in-school detention or suspension
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Causal Variables (possibilities): family dynamics/support, environmental exposures



Example: Aizer and Currie (2019)

Outcome: Children's in-school detention or suspension
Correlated Variables: race, income, gender

Causal Variables (possibilities): family dynamics/support, environmental exposures

Novel Finding
Aizer and Currie find that lead exposure increased the likelihood of suspension for
boys by 6% and detention by 57%



Practice - Outlining Assumptions

1. Opioid overdose mortality rates
2. Math test score gaps

3. Teen pregnancy rates



Intervention Design

Case Study - Uganda (Wagpner et al., 2020)

e Community Health Workers (CHWs) told to distribute treatment for child diarrhea
e randomly assigned to either sell or give away for free

e sellers made significantly fewer house visits than those distributing for free
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Intervention Design

Case Study - Uganda (Wagpner et al., 2020)

e Community Health Workers (CHWs) told to distribute treatment for child diarrhea
e randomly assigned to either sell or give away for free

e sellers made significantly fewer house visits than those distributing for free

Community input and guidance is vital to successful intervention design.
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Ethical Research Dissemination



Replicability

Do Do Not

e make a note of every decision edit raw data

code in the terminal

e keep code and data organized

e write a clear description of methods e leave out important procedural steps

“final” “final 2" “actual final” "docl”

e use intuitive, descriptive names
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Responsible Writing and Interpretation

Sometimes, research yields insignificant or null results.
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Responsible Writing and Interpretation

Sometimes, research yields insignificant or null results.
That's okay!

Misrepresenting or fabricating results is academic dishonesty that can lead to severe
consequences.
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Responsible Writing and Interpretation

Sometimes, research yields insignificant or null results.
That's okay!

Misrepresenting or fabricating results is academic dishonesty that can lead to severe
consequences.

Clear, Precise Interpretation
Think carefully about what your research finds and say exactly that.
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Ethical Failures - Misleading Headlines
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Ethical Failures - Wakefield and The Lancet

lleaklymphoid-nodul pecific colitis, and
pervasive developmental disorder in children

 Harve, A Vabrire, S € Daes, 1A Wakersmi

Summary Introduction

e Dr. Andrew Wakefield et al. published
paper in 1998

e claimed pathway MMR — colitis —
autism

e Lancet retracted article in 2010
(Eggertson, 2010)

i e scnsast o sl ot 104
o e s for S X I a7 one
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Research and Al




Al and the Environment

Use of generative Al consumes a massive amount of energy - both in training and
utilization.

Estimated Impact
“Researchers have estimated that a ChatGPT query consumes about five times more
electricity than a simple web search.” (Zewe, 2025)
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Recommendations

EDUCATION AND

RESEARCH

Member States should provide
adequate Al literacy education
to the public, including awa-
reness programmes on data.
In doing so, the participation
of marginalised groups should
be prioritised. Member States
should also encourage research
initiatives on ethical Al.

e do not have Al write your papers
e always disclose any use of Al

e always double-check all work

Ethics skills

In the Recommendation, Al
ethics, communication and
teamwork skills are recognised
as priorities alongside other
widely recognised skills such
as basic literacy, numeracy,

coding and digital skills.
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